Past meets present at city’

By CHERI BALLEW
Item Staff .

Huntsville’s Sesquicentennial
celebration Friday had everything
— a birthday cake, a band, color-
ful - decorations “and speeches
from state and local dignitaries.
Even founding father Pleasant
Gray and his wife Hannah joinied
in the festivities.

Mayor Jane Monday welcom-
ed the crowd. of several hundred
gathered at Town Creek and in-
troduced members of the plat-
form party, which included Sen.
Kent~ Caperton, Rep. Allen
Hightower, Texas Department of

Corrections director O.L.
“Lane’’ - McCotter, Huntsville
mayor emeritus Morris Waller,
former mayor of Huntsville Sam

Robbins, . Sam Houston State
University. president Elliott
Bowers, and Walker County -

Historical Commission chairman
James Patton. :

- City manager Gene Pipes and

‘council members Jerry Dowling,

Steve Davis, Percy Howard, Bill
Green, Gary Bell and Gene Bar-

- rett also attended the ceremonies.

They were joined by county com-
missioners.. Sam Park, . James
Burnett and Joe Malak.

“Our founders, such as Plea-
sant Gray and other pioneers,

would be proud today if they

could come back and see a thriv-

ing cultural, alert city which has

grown from such a small beginn-
ing,”’ County Judge Ralph Davis
said.

Davis was proved correct when
the character Gray, asked to give
his opinion about the city that
grew from the landmark he
received in 1835, said, “‘I’ll put
my stamp of approval on it.”’

Gray was not alone in his
praise of Huntsville.
‘““Huntsville’s past is unique

‘do.

- past.

among all cities in Texas,”
Caperton said, ‘‘and it stands as
an example of "what Texas can
It stands as a shining example
of what we have been in the
’ o

‘Hightower, a résident of Hunt-
sville since 1976, said that Hunt-
sville is special to him.

‘‘Huntsville is blessed with an
entrepreneur attitude,’”’ he said.
‘“There is nothing to hold Walker:
County back.”’

Local historian Shirley Dye,
the great-great-great: niece of
Hannah Gray, talked about her

See PAST, page 7A :

S party

SMILE!

‘Mayor Jane Monday ex
tends a special invitation
for Huntsville residents to
be part of the community::
picture ‘ at Pritchett. Fleld:
this morningat9a.m.>

The picture is part-of the
city’s celebration - -of. -its:
. 150th birthday, R
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“‘members - -Percy  Howard,
far left, Gary Bell, -Sen.

Etheredge,
son, and- council member
Jerry - Dowling, far right,
help to light the cake: to

sary of the city of Huntsville

by Yvonne Shumaker, an
employee of the Huntsville
.Police Department, and
had 150 candles on

playing the role of Pleasant
Gray, founder of Huntsville,
-and. Jauniece Etheredge,
as his wife Hannah, try to
hawk parcels of land as in
days of old at
ceremonies com-
memorating the 150th birth-
day of Huntsville at Town
Creek Park Friday evening.

Ic‘:wm&_,_,m Gity - Council

Kent . Caperton, Jauniece -
Frank Robin-

celebrate the 150th anniver--

Friday. The cake was made .

it. .
Below, Frank Robinson,

the

-~ Philip Barr photos
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* FROM THE FRONT

Continued from page one
.research into her family’s history.
7l Dye also received a hug from her

. “aunt.”

- The Sesquicentennial celebra-
‘ twn began with an open house
;Zv and early Texan craftsmep ex-
‘, hibit at the Gibbs-Powell House.
Clty council members lit and
f “blew out the candles on the city’s
' birthday cake following the
speeches Party guests ended the

I evenmg by eating cake and listen-

P mg to a concert by the 1 7mver<1tv-

i
| o

%
(B

Community-Camp Band.. ,
Bowers, who came to;- Hunt-
sville in 1937, said that the birth-

day party was “‘one of the most v
excmng things (in Huntsville)

since I’ve been here.”’

Monday said that she was

delighted with the large turnout
for the celebration and thought it
could become an anrnual event.
‘“‘Hopefully, it’s just the begin-
ning,’’ she said.
““The ‘tremendous amount of

fellowship’ shown by those at-_

":ftending the celebration was grati-
"_fymg, community development

irector Bob Smith said.

said.

Robbins, mayor of Huntsville
from 1950 to 1954, said that

while there. were no similar

‘celebrations during his term as

mayor, ‘‘it’s a good thmg to get
together like this.”’

““It shows that people are stlll !
" interested in small-town, &
: hometown America,” Smlth-,-,:«;
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“Whittlin’ demonstration

- Dan Phillips of Huntsville demonstrates the art of whittling at
- the Gibbs-Powell House Friday night as part of Huntsvilie’s
- Sesquicentennial celebration. : ‘

-

Band concert

- The University—Community}Camp Band, directed By Rod
Cannon of Sam Houston State University, performed at the
festivities at. Town Creek Park Friday evening after the of-

& . j%?%; % e L
: Town Creek crowd |
> A large crowd of local residents gathered at Town Creek
“Park, behind Huntsville City Hall, Friday for a program

. Taking a bite

Sherry Moody, 10, énjoys a piede of watermelon during Hunt-
sville’s 150th birthday party at Town Creek Park behind City
Hall Friday. ' . i

ficial welcome and cake-lighting for Huntsvilie’s 150th Birth-

day.

. recognizing Huntsviile’s Sesquicentennial.

Exhibit
Walker County Historical Commission chairman James Patton,

right, was on hand for an open house and Early Texas Craft-
smen exhibit at Gibbs-Powell House Friday. .

Just a singing

The TrebleAires, a singing group composed of Kathryn
McKee, Betty Herlong and Kathryn Brown that has been
together for 17 years, gets a little help from Dr. Vernon
Duerer at the open house and Early Texas Craftsmen exhibit
at'the Gibbs-Powell House Friday evening. ’ ,

Descendant of early settlers

Shirley Dye, a descendant of Hannah Gray, wife of Huntsville
founder Pleasant Gray, gave background at Friday’s birthday
celebration on the couple who journeyed from Huntsville, Ala.
‘to make their home in Huntsville, Texas.

1




. Pan Fniilips of Hunisviile demonstraies the art ol whitthng at
- the Gibbs-Powell House ' Friday nlght as part of Huntsville’'s

‘ Sesquncentenmal celebratlon

Band concert

The University-Community-Camp Band, directed by Rod
Cannon of Sam Houston State University, performed at the
festivities at Town Creek Park Friday evening after the of-

. : : i : i
Town Creek crowd
A large crowd of local residents gathered
“Park, behind Huntsville Clty Hall, Friday
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at Town Creek
for a program

:
1

2herry Mioody, 10, enjoys a pliece or waiermeion auring riunt-
sville’s 150th blrthday party at Town Creek Park behmd Clty
Hall Friday.

day.

recognizing Huntsville’s Sesquicentennial.

N atthe GIbbS Powell House Friday evening. : f :‘,

walker Countiy Aistorical LommissSion cnaitian James-raton,™ ™

right,, was on hand for an open house and Early Texas Craft-
smen exhibit at Gibbs-Powell House Friday.
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Just a singing

The TrebleAires, a singing group composed of Kathryn
McKee, Betty Herlong and Kathryn Brown that has been
together for 17 years, gets a little help' from Dr. Vernon
Duerer at the open house and Early Texas Craftsmen exhlblt

Descendant of early settlers

Shirley Dye, a descendant of Hannah Gray, wife of Huntsvﬂfe
founder Pleasant Gray, gave background at Friday’s birthday
celebration on the couple who journeyed from Huntsville, Ala.
‘to make their home in Huntsville, Texas.



rage 455 — Y'he Hun

—

vill .”_.8._._,v ,v..s:.&»u., July 13, Swmi

for

~ as our sister

We know

by

level and flo
Whereas,

‘Whereas,
_ man named
Whereas,

Whereas,

; Whereas,

| ‘sister city o
A niversary.

- As mayor and on beha f of the Cit
- sville, Alabama, I would like to take ‘this opportunity to extend t0 !
~ the people of Huntsville, Texas, our sincere congratulations on the
- occasion of your mn.mnﬁogﬁoas.mm_ Celebration. P -
We are honored to have Huntsville, Texas, as' oc;maammro.mza :

to offer. please accept the enclosed resolution, passed by our city |+
council, as a gesture of friendship and goodwill between our cities. - ;

" indeed proud to be a part of such a vital and Eomnomm?o 8:5:.:;- :

Again, best wishes mdB the people of Eﬁ:ﬁi&n. Alabama. L

Whereas the city of Huntsville celebrated its 150th year with the
,, momnﬁogﬁo:am; celebration’ in’ 1955, comemmorating its 150-year -
1 nistory from 1805;and . Lo, BRI |
;4  Whereas the city of Huntsville was first known as Hunts Spring |
|} because om_.;o_.mnamw‘%amm which is located at 612 feet above sea i

Twuckenham for w.iaxm.q‘._\anﬂ.woum.m English estate,- and then.in |
i | 1911 to Huntsville after John-Hunt; and

|| anareanow part of the state of Texas, secured land from the Mex-
jcan government and established a town, set up a trading post,-and
shortly thereafter began selling town lots; and |

Awmaosoo in Huntsville, Alabama, Pleasant Gray named the town
-<“Huntsville’’; and . : ,

|/ Texas; therefore have 2 special kinship, having both been establish-

| places to live and work; and .

~Whereas, the ‘mayor and the City Coucil of the City of Hunt-
ville, >ch_w5m. wish to express congratulations and best 'wishes to
s sister city and 1
- “Now, therefore, be.it resolved by the City Council of the City of -
| Huntsville, Alabama, that the congratulations and best wishes-of

the City’of Huntsville and all its people are hereby extended to our

' Beit .?:rnqw.wnmm?oa&
10, ,Eow,woéni:m bod
vo? great citi¢

ter’ sends wishes

Happy Birthday

L = ST 3

the Peaplé of Huntsville, Texas:

y Council of the City of Hunt-

city and wish all her citizens the very best that life has

that as you celebrate your 150th anniversary, you are |

Joe W. Davis
S e - "Mayor
- City of E.pﬁmi:@, Alabama
. RESOLUTION

ws 24 million gallons per day; and .
the hame was: changed in 1808 by legislative action to

during the 1820s or 1830s there lived.in Huntsville a
Pleasant Gray;and. - . - Lo
about 1835 Pleasant Gray and Hannah Gray moved to’

because of similarities between the area and his former

the cities of Huntsville, Zmdmam.,‘wwam..wﬁza.mﬁ:m..

'} edin the early 19th century, and having both prospered as anmwnmv_,o ;

imesake, the City of Huntsville, Texas.

« &

f Huntsville, Texas, on the occasiont of ‘its*150th an-

hat a copy of this wmmo::._os wa Eoﬁaaa
f Huntsville, Texas, and to the:media of
Eﬂuﬂﬁ.@f&uﬂ@. B UL S “ ' e

e .m,_wzoa.. :
The Huntsville City Council, -

Huntsville,"Alabama A



